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Why are we here?

• Information session

• Talk about establishing an integrated management 
regime across the Little Liverpool Range



Challenges
• Habitat Loss
• Managing Invasive Species
• Over Grazing
• Unsustainable Practices
• Population Growth
• Climate Change
• Altered Fire Regimes
• Altered Hydrology

Will connectivity exacerbate the spread of weeds, pest 
species, diseases or catastrophic events (such as fire or 
floods)?













Great Eastern Ranges
Goals
The GER Vision is supported by four primary goals, which provide a 
framework for all GER plans and are used as a measure of the initiative’s 
success.
Goal 1: Connect landscapes and ecosystems
Improve the connectivity, condition and resilience of landscapes and 
habitats, and achieve an associated halt to further decline and loss of 
species
Goal 2: Link people and landscapes
Increase the number of people working together in locally organised and 
managed regional partnerships to improve the connectedness and 
resilience of landscapes
Goal 3: Communicate effectively
Improve the transfer of knowledge, skills and practises through 
community engagement, involvement and education
Goal 4: Apply knowledge
Improve our understanding of species, ecosystems and local landscapes in 
the context of the wider GER, and their requirements for long term 
persistence



Flinders 
Karawatha 
Corridor







A good start for scale

Gainsdale 5,242 Ha

QTFN 1,970 Ha

ICC (Mt Beau Brummel 
Conservation Park) 155 Ha

7,367 Ha



Hiddenvale – a Brief History

• 1829 – Alan Cunningham first Europeans
• 1841 – first European Settler, James Phelps 

Robinson



James Phelps 
Robinson

• 1841
• Property Called Franklyn Vale

Henry and 
Maria Mort

• 1849
• 155,000 Ha’s, 13,000 Sheep

Philip Jost

• 1871
• Property renamed ‘Jost Vale’
• Property reduced to 4,000 Ha’s after resumption by the newly formed Qld State Government

A.J. Cotton

• 1900
• Property named Hidden Vale

Day Family

• 1929
• Property renamed ‘Sutton Royal’

Murdo
Mackenzie

• 1929
• Property renamed ‘Old Hidden Vale’ and was 3,000 Ha’s
• Mackenzie died in 1957 and his sisters sold part of the property in 1964. Margaret Crombie held the balance which included Old Hidden Vale.

Cole Family

• Acquired Old Hidden Vale in 1992 and acquired additional parcels of land over time taking the property back to about the same size as when it was 
Jost Vale

Turner Family
• Acquired Old Hidden Vale from the Cole family towards the end of 1999





Hiddenvale Today

• A working cattle property of over 400 head
• A 31 Room luxury resort
• A series of Mountain bike trails – over 150 kms
• A bush walking eco tourism operation
• A new wildlife breeding facility
• Commitment to ecological restoration



Fenclines, Water & Vehicle Tracks







Some of our wildlife

• Koalas, 
• Glossy Black Cockatoos, 
• Pale Headed Rosella’s, 
• Rainbow Lorikeets, 
• Powerful Owls, 
• Redd necked wallaby, 
• Brush tailed rock wallaby, 
• Common brushtail

possum, 
• Common brushtail

possum, 

• Greater glider, 
• Sugar glider, 
• Brush tailed phascogale
• Long nosed bandicoot
• Yellow-footed antechinus
• Tusked Frog
• Red bellied black snake
• Yellow faced whip snake
• Lesueur’s tree frog



Some of our possible wildlife

• Eastern bristlebird
• Spotted quoll

• ?? 



Management Challenges

• Fire
• Ferals
• Weeds



Fires: 2002-2015





Restoration



Plantings in Paddocks

@ One Tree 
every 50 metres, 

99 Trees in 20 
Ha's

@ One Tree 
every 100 

metres, 30 Trees 
in 20 Ha's
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